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made all our engagements for going on to Ha^a, that we could no
longer break them, that a return to Riad in the following spring
might suffice, and that since 'Abd-Allah himself was to head in
person the expedition against 'Oneyzah, we might well await his
return before taking up our settled residence in the capital,
where difficulties might possibly occur during his absence; in
short, that we could not pass the winter in Nejed, but that we
hoped for a second and a longer visit next year. However
palliated, the refusal could not but be disagreeable; 'A"bd-Allah
admitted it with evident reluctance and concealed mistrust.

The winter season was now setting in; it was the third week
in November; and a thunder-storm, the first we had witnessed
in Central Arabia, ushered in a, marked change for cold in the
temperature of Wadi Haneefah. Rain fell abundantly, and
sent torrents down the dry watercourses of the valley, changing
its large hollows into temporary tanks. None of the streams
showed, however, any disposition to reach the sea, nor indeed
could they, for this part of Nejed is entirely hemmed in to the
east by tne Toweyk range. The inhabitants welcomed the
copious showers, pledges of fertility for the coming year, while
at 'Oneyzah the same rains produced at least" one excellent
effect, but which I may well defy my readers to guess, The
hostile armies, commanded by Zfimil and Moharnmed-ebn-
Sa'ood, were drawn up in face of each other, and on the point
of fierce conflict, when the storm burst on them, and by putting
out the lighted matchlocks of either party, prevented the dis-
charge of bullets and the effusion of blood. When this piece of
news reached Eiad, Aboo-'Eysa Sciid to me, " Do not forget on
your return to mention this in Europe, it may serve to give cm
idea of Arab warfare."

The affairs of the Nfi ib were nearly terminated,, and Aboo-
'Eysa had leccived his patents. We now prepared to start
eastwards, but the day of our departure from Nejed was yet to
fix, when a sudden explosion of royal ill-will put an end to our
indecision, and necessitated more promptitude than we had
hitherto intended for our movements.

In one of my medical cases, the nature of the malady had led
me to try a powerful though dangerous therapeutic agent,
namely, strychnia, and its employment had been followed by
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